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4WDs gain in down market
After a brief interlude of just two years, 4WD market resumes upward trajectory

ONE SECTOR of West Europe’s slowing new
car market that appears to be riding against the
odds is the four-wheel-drive vehicle market.  If
2011 closes on the trend established in the first
eight months - 9.6 per cent market share - West
Europe’s 4WD share will conceivably touch the
10 per cent level, thus setting a new sales share
record.

   After just two years of sagging market share,
dragged down chiefly by the ill-effects of the raging
economic storms, since last year Europe’s 4WD
market has again sprung back to life, thus resuming
the sector’s lively and unwavering upward trajectory
seen in the region since the early 2000s.

      Vehicles equipped with 4WD technology, made
up of Crossover-SUVs and mainly upmarket
passenger cars typified by prestige sector Audis fitted
with Quattro 4WD drive, are increasingly popular.
Fresh evidence based on a near decade of West
European 4WD sales, plus eight months sales to the
end of August this year, supports the view that West
Europe’s 4WD segment remains on track for record
orbit.  That follows a strongly recovering overall
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